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BEIRUT FOR BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, SO, IZ 

SUB J : SOMALIAN PRESIDENT ARRIVES DAMASCUS 

1. PRESIDENT BARRE ARRIVED DAMASCUS MAY 7 1 130 LOCAL 
COMING FROM BAGHDAD. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND SARG HAD ONLY TWELVE HOURS WARNING 
OF THIS VISIT. PRESIDENT ASAD WAS NOT AT AIRPORT HAVING 
DEPARTED YESTERDAY FOR LATAKIA BUT WILL REPORTEDLY 
RETURN DAMASCUS THIS AFTERNOON. NOT KNOWN HOW LONG 
BARRE INTENDS STAY NOR SUBIECTS FOR DISCUSSION, ALTHOUGH 
IT LOGICAL TO ASSUME AGENDA WILL INCLUDE SITING OF 

ARAB SUMMIT CONFERENCE AND, SINCE HE ARRIVING FROM 
BAGHDAD, DISCUSSION OF EUPHRATES WATER PROBLEM. 

MURPHY 
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